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The Risk of Imprisonment in the Society of Algorithm

Lan Peng
(School of Journalism , Renmin University of China)

Abstract  With the application of computer algorithm in many areas, an
algorithmic society is coming. When enjoying the convenience brought by algorithm,
people also face the risk of becoming prisoner of algorithm. People’s cognition,
judgment and decision may be controlled by algorithm. People’s social position may
be restrained because of bias and discrimination of algorithm or other reasons. On
the digital laboring platform, algorithm controls people’s labor in hidden ways. In
the algorithmic society, monitoring on people may increase with the use of
algorithm, big data and other new technologies. Rethinking of the risk of algorithm
does not mean rejection of it. Enhancement of technological rationality and ethics of
algorithm developers, as well as training of algorithmic literacy of users, may help us

to meet the challenges in the algorithmic society.
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